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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT 

Baltimore-born, Maryland-bred writer Kimberly 

Shorter has been putting pencil and pen to paper 

since she was a little girl. Her body of literary 

work ranges from whimsical short stories, 

humorous, insightful essays to thought-

provoking poetry. Two of her blogs, The Cicada 

Files and The Carb Lover’s Notebook, were 

featured on AOL. 

 

Her writing credits include MadameNoire.com, The Urbanite, 

IndustryGrind.com, Metro Tribune, among other print and online 

publications. She has interviewed and contributed to articles on notable 

entertainment figures such as Tony Award
® 

winning actor/producer/

playwright Ruben Santiago-Hudson, Grammy Award
® 

winning 

songwriter Makeba Riddick, Grammy
® 

nominated artist Carolyn Malachi, 

American Idol Season 4 Finalist Nadia Turner, R&B artists Avant, Donell 

Jones, Lyfe Jennings and Vivian Green.  

 

Current writing projects include Finding Sanctuary, a historical novel 

based in South Baltimore during the Great Migration, a dormant blog 

she plans to revive, as well as another stage play, 

 

Kimberly graduated from Temple University with a B.A. in Radio-

Television-Film, and earned an M.A. in Creative Writing from The Johns 

Hopkins University. She also holds a Master’s Certificate in Project 

Management from The George Washington University, and is certified 

as a Project Management Professional (PMP) by the Project 

Management Institute. 

 

The Four Jesuses is her first play. 

 

Kimberly lives with her husband in Maryland. 

 

Follow Kimberly on Twitter: @KimberlyWriter and on Instagram: 

@kimberlyshorter. Visit kimberlyshorter.com. Email 

kimberlyshorter@icloud.com. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Thank you for coming to see the reading of my play, The Four Jesuses. This 

is a labor of love, and a work in progress. I appreciate each and every one 

of you for your feedback, encouragement and support! 

 

To the DCBTF, thank you for giving me the opportunity to share my work. I 

consider it an honor, for which I am grateful! To my fellow 2015 DCBTF 

playwrights, congratulations to you, and thank you all for your inspiration 

and guidance! 

 

To my church family, the New Psalmist Baptist Church, and especially my 

Communications Ministry family, I thank God for you, and for your love 

and support! To the Rho Xi Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, Incorporated, your encouragement and well wishes tickled me 

pink and green! 

 

To Jim Gossard and Clay Rivers, two amazing, generous and gifted writers, 

thank you for your friendship and inspiration! You make me want to be a 

better writer, and have helped me more than you will ever know! 

 

To Chris Landrum and Yvette Lawson, I appreciate your support, your 

suggestions and your answering my calls, texts, emails and silly questions 

throughout this process. To Katrina Jones, thank you for your invaluable 

advice and for helping me to see The Four Jesuses through a different lens! 

 

To the tremendously talented cast — Rikki, Melanie, Teneisha, Quentin, 

Albert and Leon — I am humbled by your talent, your wisdom and your 

patience! Thank you for sharing your time, insights and gifts with me! 

 

To Tawanza Anthony, my dear friend and co-producer, I cannot thank you 

enough for taking this journey with me! 

 

To my family, especially my mom Jean, sister La Shani and my nephew 

Matthew, thank you for always being in my corner! I love you all! And to 

my husband, Mark, thank you for your unconditional love and for 

believing in me. You are my heart! 

 

The late Dr. Maya Angelou once said, “Try to be a rainbow in someone’s 

cloud.” THANK YOU for being rainbows in my life, and for brightening my 

path in so many beautiful and delightful ways. 
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ABOUT THE FOUR JESUSES 

The Four Jesuses endeavors to show the different ways we view Jesus, 

based on our backgrounds, expectations and personal perspectives. 

Sometimes our individual views of Jesus can get obstructed by politics, 

circumstances, or tainted by personal ambitions, distracting us and 

taking us off-course. It is my intent that the members of Third Mount 

Zion show us how to navigate differing views and opinions to come to a 

place of mutual respect and understanding. 

This play runs approximately 90 minutes. 

 

We encourage you to tweet and post about the reading. Use the 

hashtags #DCBTF, #DCBTF2015 and #TheFourJesuses on social media. 

 

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. 

 

 

 

Logo Design: Maché Designs, LLC 
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CAST 
(In Order of Appearance) 

 

Johnnie Leon Hill - Rev. Darrin Freeman 

Teneisha Brown - Audra Freeman 

Albert Prater Jr. - Hiram O’Neil 

Richelle Howie - Marvine Blake 

Quentin Briscoe - Clive Jackson 

Melanie Burwell - Jonette Washington 

 

 

 

CREATIVE TEAM 

Kimberly Shorter - Director 

Tawanza Anthony - Producer 

Matthew Williams - Stand-In/Sound Effects 

 

 

 

SETTING 
The Four Jesuses takes place at the Third Mount Zion Free Will Baptist 

Church in present-day Baltimore. 

ABOUT THE DC BLACK THEATRE FESTIVAL 

Now in its fifth year, the DC Black Theatre Festival (DCBTF) provides 

both established and new artists an opportunity to showcase their work. 

The DCBTF connects artists and audiences, allowing everyone to 

experience artistic freedom in its truest form. 

 

The New Works Reading Series, established in 1986 as the New Works 

Development Series, gives playwrights a chance to debut new work. 

Playwrights collaborate with theatre professionals to offer audiences a 

first-look at a new work in progress.  

 

The New Works Reading Series is committed to: 

 Developing and producing powerful new plays 

 Fostering new playwrights 

 Strengthening the national theatre field by 

supporting the work of emerging writers 

 Establishing local theatres as key venues for 

launching original and compelling plays. 

 

The DCBTF invites you to “come join us, as we continue the search for 

the next new voice in the American theatre canon.” 

 

Follow the DCBTF on Twitter: @DCBlackTheatreF. Tweet and post about 

the Festival using the hashtags #DCBTF and #DCBTF2015. 

 

Source: dcbtf.org 
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CAST  

TENEISHA BROWN (Audra Freeman) Baby Making 

Sensation Teneisha Brown is widely recognized for her 

role as Zion’s mom in the awkwardly true story entitled, 

This Can’t Be Life. She was delighted to reprise her role 

in the sequel, Here Comes Kaleb. All of these are made-

up titles, but the story is still awkward...and true...oh and 

sometimes she does plays. 

 

 

 

 

QUENTIN (BREEZYBRISK) BRISCOE (Clive Jackson), born 

and raised in Baltimore, MD, has been writing since the 

adolescent age of 13. Inspired by a teacher who 

challenged him to write a book of poetry as a class 

assignment, he found poetry to be an outlet for 

releasing pieces of himself that he could not easily 

express. His art has transformed from an assignment to 

a passion, and he has been growing ever since. Creating 

an alter ego, known as Psychosuperhero (which is the 

bitter truth between his beliefs and the reality of life), he 

wishes to be able to save someone through his words. Breezybrisk recently 

became a spoken ambassador for a new form of poetry called a 6x6. This has 

earned him the title “The Prince of the 6”. Hoping to create an emotion, a 

feeling, a connection with his art, Breezybrisk will bring life into the room. 

"Poetry is more than words but an emotion screaming out from a page.” 

 

MELANIE BURWELL (Jonette Washington) has been 

performing in theater productions since the age of 15. 

As a Theater Performance major at North Carolina 

Central University, she has performed, written, directed 

and choreographed many of NCCU’s Theater 

Department productions. She also has worked for the 

National Black Theater Festival for the last two years 

under such actors as Lamman Rucker and Phylicia 

Rashad. Melanie has been in such productions as The 

Color Purple, For Colored Girls, Mama’s Child and 

Sarafina. She has written and directed plays such as Behind These Walls and 

Emmitt. Most recently and prior to graduation, she wrote and directed Diary of 

Eve for her senior showcase. 

CAST  

JOHNNIE LEON HILL (Rev. Darrin Freeman) is an actor 

from the Washington, DC area. Johnnie’s desire to act 

started when he was a little boy, when he did a number 

of church plays and community theatre. It wasn’t until 

his mid-20s when he decided to get serious about 

making his life-long dream a reality, so he attended the 

National Conservatory for Dramatic Arts (NCDA). It was 

the NCDA that gave him the confidence and the tools 

to become a professional working actor. Johnnie Leon 

Hill would like to thank his wife and children for their 

love and support. 

 

RIKKI HOWIE LACEWELL (Marvine Blake) is a WATCH 

Award-nominated actress, singer, dancer, 

choreographer and director. Her regional and 

community theatre acting credits include: Leader of the 

Pack (Darlene Love), The Color Purple (Shug Avery), bare 

(Sister Chantelle), Chicago (Roxy), The Violet Hour (Jessie 

Brewster), Little Women the Musical (Jo March), Gypsy 

(Mama Rose), Seussical the Musical (Mayzie La Bird). 

Rikki earned WATCH Award nominations for her 

performances in Caroline, or Change (The Washing 

Machine), Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Charlayne Woodard) and RENT (Joanne). She was 

nominated for WATCH Awards for choreographing Dominion Stage’s 

production of Dreamgirls and Chicago for St. Marks Players. Rikki also earned 

WATCH Award nominations for directing, including for Tantallon Community 

Player’s The Color Purple. Recently, she choreographed Kiss Me Kate for 2nd Star 

Productions, and directed A Raisin in the Sun for the Greenbelt Arts Center.  

 

ALBERT PRATER JR. (Hiram O’Neil) is a Baltimore native, 

actor and singer. A one-time winner of the NAACP’s 

National ACT-SO Competition in Classical Music, Albert 

has performed for both Presidents Ronald Reagan and 

Bill Clinton at the White House. He has performed for 

the Impresario of Spain in the Canary Islands, and with 

Marvin Hamlisch at Carnegie Hall. He also was featured 

at Beethovenfest in Bonn, Germany, and is an alumni of 

the world-renowned Morgan State University Choir. 

Locally, he has performed in the New Psalmist Baptist 

Church’s Fine Arts Ministry productions, including Sunday Suspects (Choir 

Member), A Variety Show (Deacon-Deacon), and The Master Plan (Pops), which 

was also featured in the 2010 DCBTF. 
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